
RESPONSE TO MAYOR 
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2025 11:53 AM 
To: 'Carolyn Amyotte' <mayor@northkawartha.ca> 

From                                                               COTTAGER 
 
Cc: Connie Parent <C.Parent@northkawartha.ca>; Alana Solman <A.Solman@northkawartha.ca>; Jim Whelan 
<dmayor@northkawartha.ca>; Colin McLellan <councillorw2@northkawartha.ca>; Jim O'Shea 
<councillorw1@northkawartha.ca>; RuthAnne McIlmoyl <councillor@northkawartha.ca> 
Subject: RE: Jack Lak From:                                                                                                  
e gated boat launch 

 
Dear Mayor Amyotte 
 
Thank you for your email. Please share my response with all Council and concerned staff members.  
 
Recently I have been able to discuss and review various land surveys and am satisfied, along with others, 
that the boat launch is located on municipal property known as Part 40 Plan R363, and according to 
MPAC is under ownership of North Kawartha having a site area of 0.53 acres. The OLS sketch by Elliott 
and Parr dated 10/22/2024 indicates total area of Part 40 as 1871.7 sq m. or approximately 0.4625 
acres.  According to the sketch site statistics the municipal property known as the boat launch is split 
roughly 50-50 as being flooded and dry lands. 
 
North Kawartha does own these lands according to MPAC, and the traditional boat launch function is 
carried out on Part 40 Plan 363 which is municipal property according to the Ontario Land Survey.  
 
I have captured the illustration below from the web site www.apsleywatch.com ,that was included in a 
submission to Council dated Dec 2 2024. 
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I agree there are no options for Council to present at a public meeting at this time, but proposals by your 
staff ,solicitor and ratepayers should be received and explored. The findings of a review of options could 
eventually be shared with the public, and hopefully one or two options would be determined to be 
workable solutions to benefit all.  Unfortunately, it appears that you are not prepared to look for a 
resolution to the current blockade and are willing to just leave the long established publicly owned active 
boat launch land locked, denying ratepayers from a municipal service that for years our cottage 
community has relied on at no cost to the township.  
 
North Kawartha Township has full authority under the Planning Act to zone every private property within 
the municipal boundaries. The Part 40 owned by the municipality does include zoning to permit a boat 
launch. There is no need to zone the private property, being Part 76, as it is only used as Right of Way 
access to the launch and no boats are launched on the private property. 
 
I and my neighbors are frustrated and disappointed that our Mayor can abdicate responsibility on this 
important issue by claiming that it is no longer a municipal matter.  Options need to be 
welcomed,  researched and developed to re-establish access to the municipal boat launch property and 
we look forward to your help and leadership in resolving this matter in a timely manner. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
                                                                       COTTAGER 
Fire Route 51 
Jack Lake 

Response from Mayor Amyotte 
From: Carolyn Amyotte <mayor@northkawartha.ca>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 11:57 AM 
To:                                                       COTTAGER > 
Cc: Connie Parent <C.Parent@northkawartha.ca>; Alana Solman <A.Solman@northkawartha.ca>; Jim Whelan 
<dmayor@northkawartha.ca>; Colin McLellan <councillorw2@northkawartha.ca>; Jim O'Shea 
<councillorw1@northkawartha.ca>; RuthAnne McIlmoyl <councillor@northkawartha.ca> 
Subject: RE: Jack Lake gated boat launch 

 
Dear Ed, 
 
Thank you for your email.  Unfortunately, the boat launch is not on municipal property as confirmed by an OLS survey.  It 
is on private property, and the municipality does not control the access; the private property owner does. 
  
The situation has changed substantially since our March meeting when the direction was given to come back with options 
and host a public meeting prior to making the decision to put the municipal lot up for sale.  I had hoped that we would 
have been able to come up with an arrangement that would have seen some form of public access continue. However, 
the installation of the gate by the private property owner made it clear that that is no longer feasible.  Therefore, there are 
no options to provide at a public meeting.  
  
Regardless of historical use, the municipality does not have legal authority to authorize public rights of way over private 
property where they do not exist.  The township is not in a position to pass a bylaw to regulate a public boat launch on 
private property.  I know that this is not the outcome that folks were expecting when this issue was brought to Council last 
summer. Unfortunately, this is no longer a municipal matter, but a private property matter. 
  
Sincerely, Carolyn 
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E MAIL TO MAYOR 
 
From:                                                         COTTAGER  
Sent: September 11, 2025 10:13 AM 
To: Carolyn Amyotte <mayor@northkawartha.ca> 
Subject: Jack Lake gated boat launch 

 

Dear Mayor Amyotte       
 
Re Jack Lake gated boat launch 
 
I am a long-time property owner on Fire Route 51 and for many years depended on the 
convenient launching facilities located near FR 52A for my seasonal in and out boating 
requirements. 
 
My neighbors and I have followed the  ongoing boat launch issues for over a year and remind 
you that it was your position that “ This council is going to resolve this once and for all”. 
 
Although we appreciate the position taken at your June 17th     meeting, in which 3 members 
of Council  supported your position that the Township withdrew from your previous idea of 
selling the property, we do not accept that having a municipal launch with no vehicle access 
is settling this issue once and for all. 
 
At a Council meeting last spring you advanced a motion that staff and legal council would 
review all the submissions and come back to Council with comments and options and 
further that when those options came to Council a public notice would be provided to 
ensure all the affected persons could be aware. 
 
To date we have not seen any such notice of that intended meeting nor received any 
proposed options for Council members to consider. 
 
There was some Council discussion about holding a public meeting at the Community 
Centre on this issue. If that meeting is to be held, it needs to be soon as many cottagers will 
be winding down their attendance at the lake. 
 
Can you please let me know when we will be receiving the proposed options and 
when the resulting public meeting on the launch will be held? 
 
Please share this communication with the other Council members. 
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