Dec 6, 2025 Ambrose Moran

North Kawartha Township Att: Clerk Connie Parent

Re Jack Lake Sharpes Bay Municipal boat launch Legal Cost

| am in receipt of your e mail Decl, in response to my request dated Sep 2 2025.

As | waited 3 months for your response, | became increasingly concerned as to why my
requested information for updated legal cost was not being readily provided.

You now have advised that the two previously provided invoices from Ewart’s Office for
periods Oct 7 2024 to Dec 19, 2024 and Dec 19, 2024 to April 4, 2025 are the only invoices
billed for services up to Dec 1 2025 being a total of $13,775.00.

Below is an illustration of dates legal services were charged for and nothing since April 4 2025,
which is remarkable and confusing.
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It is unclear from your e mail of 'Dec 1 2025 whether there will be further billings on this file
from Ewart’s office for services since April 4 2025. In the event there are additional billings
from Ewart’s office on file 3195 or any other file # related to this issue... this is a request that |
be provided with copies of any future invoices.

It is noted that provided invoices that Ewart’s office file 3195 is identified as “use of Boat
launch Jack Lake FR52A-Objection by Ambrose Moran. Not sure how | became the identified
objector to the use.... as the original objection filed with the Township on July 26 2024 was
from Michael O’Rourke. The illegal barging objections were widespread throughout the Jack
Lake cottage community. At a council meeting, staff reported that over 200 pages of
submissions had been received and at the Mar 18 Council meeting in response to the threat of
Council selling the property.... it was reported by Mayor Amyotte that over 100 submissions
were received, objecting to the potential sale of the municipal boat launch property.

Back to the billings. The last date that North Kawartha was billed time by Ewart’s office on this
file was April 2 2025 but you and others are well aware that Mr. Ewart provided services to
North Kawartha Township since April 2. Mr. Ewart traveled to attend the June 17 Council
meeting despite not being listed on the published agenda. He addressed Council for
approximately 45 minutes related to access issues which no doubt involved some preparation
time... but now | am being told that no billing was submitted for that service which does not
make any sense.

| am sure you can appreciate that under the circumstances, | have a low-level of confidence
that | am being provided with the requested up to date legal cost on this issue.

The input of Mr. Ewart has been on two separate issues... one being the planning
interpretation related to the cottage community objections to the illegal commercial barging
use of the municipal boat launch and the other being legal issues related to disposal of the
property ownership and associated access potential options.

| and others did not understand why Mr. Ewart was engaged in the planning interpretation
matter as... in the Fall of 2024.... North Kawartha had on staff a Manager of Planning being
Daryl Tighe...probably the most qualified and experienced planner in Peterborough County....
who never was consulted by Council at the public meetings on the property zoning permitted
uses nor the circulated unfounded allegation of the legal non-conforming uses.
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Possibly he was consulted on this zoning issues between Council meetings and certain council
members did not like what they were being told by Mr. Tighe which appears to have had
career ending implications. Instead, Council at public meetings relied on the input of the
freshly appointed inexperienced bylaw enforcement officer while Mr. Tighe sat in the Council
gallery as Council members received strange input including a claim by the Bylaw Enforcement
Officer that “if this boat launch was not allowed for commercial use.. he would be required
to take position that local building supplies being delivered on private roads was not allowed
as private road were not zoned commercial”.

North Kawartha Council was well positioned to obtain and rely on credible in-house

professional planning advice for Darryl Tighe without incurring expensive legal fees from their

solicitor.

Mr. Ewart’s planning analysis of the NK staff claims for barging being a permitted use and or
legal non-conforming.... include in his Nov 2024 report to Council ....was very helpful to set
aside the bylaw enforcement officers’ unfounded claims for allowable commercial barging
uses. Ewart’s legal opinion was consistent with several credible community submissions
already received by Council which directly opposed the Bylaw enforcement officer’s advice to
Council and his advocating for the island contractor and others to continue using the boat
launch for commercial barging operations despite such activity conflicting with the in-effect
zoning bylaw.

The November 19 2024, Ewart report to Council also addressed the municipal boat launch
property ownership and access issues. That Nov 19 report to council was of assistance to the
cottage community’s case related to stopping the illegal barging .... but included various
statements which were factually wrong related to the ownership and access issues... as
obviously Mr. Ewart is not familiar with the current location of travelled roads and the
established and deeded access factors.

At that time, our cottages group’s focus was related to stopping the bylaw enforcement
officers advocacy to permit ongoing illegal commercial barging activity. This was before the
COA and the Mayor and some Council members retaliated and pivoted to start a process to
declare the property surplus and dispose of the municipal boat launch with motivation to
deprive the taxpaying cottagers of their traditional access to an established municipal boat
launch.
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In Summary

I do not accept that Ewart’s office has provided service on this issue since April 2 for no fees
and ask that | be provided with any future billings if and when submitted by the office of
John Ewart.

//

Ambrose Moran
CC NK Council Members

List BL-1 ....

"Upon further review by the Township and Mr. Ewart’s office, there are no additional invoices other than the two you
already received. Mr. Ewart’s office confirmed a total billed to date in the amount of $13, 775.00. This would be without

taxes
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