
 

Page | 1 
 

March 10, 2025 

Members of North Kawartha Council 

Jack Lake Boat Launch Fire Route 52A   “SURPLUS” 

I submit that the long established and continuously utilized municipally owned boat launch serving 

approximately 90 cottager owners on the south shore of Sharpes Bay is not ‘SURPLUS” 

Surplus is defined as: 

• Extra 

• Excess 

• Spare 

• Leftover 

• Remaining 

• Additional 

• Superfluous 

• Redundant 

• Residual 

• Essential 

 

Is the existing launch surplus? 

Quite to the contrary. This rare facility is “essential” and in continuous use with no practical alternative. 

Classifying this property surplus offends every reasonable interpretation of the surplus definition above. 

The property is clearly not surplus. 

 

What are the established and existing uses? 

The original subdivision developer, Peterborough Lumber Company (PL)  created a boat launch for their 

cottager buyer clients to provide a convenient boat launching facility since no other such facility was 

available in the South basin of Jack Lake. In 1978  PL transferred this property to the Township and for 

about 40 years the community of cottage owners in the area have... without any expenditure to the 

township... utilized this facility for launching and removing  watercraft from Jack Lake.  

The access has also served the emergency services operations including fire, rescue and ambulance to 

effectively respond to the vital needs of the south half of Jack Lake in both North Kawartha and 

Havelock Belmont Methuen Townships. 
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The established lake access has assisted utilities such as Telephone and hydro to respond to emergency 

requirements of the south half of Jack Lake in both North Kawartha and Havelock Belmont Methuen 

Townships. 

During the winter season this access has facilitated access to the lake enabling connections to trail 

systems and... also facilitating ice fishing huts arriving and departing the lake. 

 

My ask 

That Mayor Amyotte, who cast the deciding vote to declare our valued boat launch facility surplus... 

along with Deputy Mayor Jim Whelan and Councilor Ruth Ann McIlmoyl reflect on their decisions to 

remove this essential service from affected cottagers and others. Reliance on the above definition of 

surplus should provide guidance for your reconsideration in advance of voting on a future bylaw to 

formally declare the property surplus. 

Thanks 

 

 

 

Ambrose Moran 

Jack Lake 

cc List L-1 and L-2a    NORKLA    JLA 

 

 

 

 


