Comments By Ambrose

Jack Lake boat launch site to be
designated surplus by North
Kawartha council

Decision follows from last summer’s concerns by property owners about commercial use of the unofficial
boat launchsite.
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By Sebastian Johnston-Lindsay Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

North Kawartha Township council voted to declare a property on Jack Lake as
§
surplus land in order for the property to be sold under the township’s land

disposition policy.

The motion to designate the site as surplus was narrowly supported by a 3-2
vote on March 4. Mayor Carolyn Amyotte, Deputy Mayor Jim Whelan, and
councillor RuthAnne Mcllmoyl voted in favour, while councillors Jim 0’Shea

and Colin McLellan voted against.

Mayor Amyotte cast deciding Vote
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The matter will be discussed further at a March 14 meeting of North Kawartha
council when a bylaw to designate the property as surplus is set to be

introduced. | Now Plan is to procced directly to a bylaw to sell




R
The site, which has been used as an unofficial boat launch for decades is on a

I
parcel of municipally owned, but mostly flooded lands along a narrow bay
located along the west side of Sharpe Bay.

A recent survey has found the site is adjacent to private property effectively
meaning anyone making use of the boat launch — whether for municipal or

private purposes — would have to have trespassed across Erivate property to

make use of the site. ]
Cottagers have legal right to access the launch

The subject property has become a point of contention since the summer of
2024 when property owners along the bay expressed concerns about heavy
equipment being launched and barged across the bay for a construction project
on a nearby island.

“You cannot have that activity occur without trespassing over private property
— to drive down the launch and launch a boat,” Amyotte said. “So that’s where
I'm at with this ... we can’t disregard this, now that we’ve seen (it) now we

can’t ignore it.” | Neighborhood cottagers have either registered ROW or prescriptive rights

In response, McLellan said he found council’s focus on trespassing “strange”
given it’s not in their jurisdiction, while they had avoided the original concerns
of residents which was the commercial use of the property.

The municipally owned parcel of land is currently zoned as an open space
recreational property which, under the township’s bylaw, does not allow for
commercial use.

Since 1970’s 1000’s of boat launches have occurred and not

one trespassing issue has been raised-Mayor is wrong




Neither Amyotte or McLellan responded to emailed inquiries from the
Examiner for this story.

See below FR 52a
A legal opinion drafted by Peterborough-based lawyer Ewart O'Dwyer from
Nov. 19, 2024 outlines the property located on Fire Route 52A — a private road
which is not under the jurisdiction of North Kawartha Township — does not
allow for “commercial barging” nor does the property enjoy an exemption
based on “legal nonconforming use” based on available municipal records.

The legal opinion sought by the township following a Sept. 3 meeting of North
Kawartha council informed a staff report which outlined three options for
council to consider.

The options included the designation of the property as surplus, the drafting of
a site-specific bylaw prohibiting barging of any kind — whether private or
commercial — at the site, or directing the municipal solicitor to apply for an
injunction prohibiting barging.

The report suggested the designation of the property as surplus would be the
“most reasonable choice” give the site has “no specific use for the municipality
and the fact that it is located on a private road that is not maintained by the

municipality| Except Taxpayers used continuously since early 70’s

Referring to a survey of the properties in question, staff also note “a very small
portion of the municipal property was being used for barging” while the
remaining tract of land, which has been used as a parking lot for workers, was
on private property.

Township Solicitor advised Council through legal opinion Nov 19
2024 that when land boat launch property was conveyed to

township that it included ROW over Fire Route 52a in order to gain
access to the property.




During the March 4 meeting, property owner, Max Steinman, provided a
delegation outlining his concerns about the process.

“We're definitely feeling the anxiety of the community,” Steinman said of the
idea of designating the property as surplus owing to what he called the
uncertainty of how a future owner would be able to lobby for rezoning and
how use of the land would shift under new ownership.

Steinman, who said he had only learned the report would be coming forward
for council consideration the night before, also responded to a rumour he and
his wife would be interested in purchasing the property.

“We don't necessarilx believe in the canceEt of selling it as a whole,” he said.

“Obviously if it does go for sale we would certainly be an interested party.”

Alex Kostiw, another property owner and road steward for the series of fire
routes serving Sharpe Bay, told The Examiner she feels the matter indicates the
local government is not being responsive to the concerns of constituents and

]
taxpayers.

She added further there is a risk in discussions such as this to drive a wedge
between full-time and part-time residents of the Jack Lake and the
surrounding township and by having these discussions when many cottagers
are not present exacerbates these concerns for her and her neighbours.

“We rely on each other,” Kostiw said, referring to the relationship between
cottagers and locals. “It’s up to the Township to regulate and ensure that land
is being used in a good way.”
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