North Kawartha Council starts
process for sale of controversial

property Lakefield Herald mar 14 2025

BY VAMESSA STARK

The long-debated issue surrounding a municipal boat launch property in North
}{awartﬁa has taken a turn as council voted last week to declare the land surplus

and move forward with its sale.

The property is located on Fire Route 524, which is a private road not maintained
by the township. The site has been the subject of offgoINg discussions over the years
that included concerns over access rights, zoning restrictions, and community

impact. o township roadsa service cottages on Jack Lake

Most recently, the issue of commercial barging at the site was brought forward last
August to council.

The area is mostly owned privately, but the municipality owns a small portion of
land leading up to the boat launch. Function of Boast launch dependent on Twp Property

in total is .53 acres partly on land and part in watrer
During the recent council meeting, councillors reviewed a detailed staff report
outlining the constraints and complications surrounding the area.

According to the report presented by CAO Alana Solman, the municipal property
includes only a small portion of the boat launch (approximately 3.55 meters), with
the majority of the launch and all of the parking located on private property.

While the issue of commercial barging at the site sparked councils awareness of the
issues at the site, the real issue many saw was the fact that the zoning did not

permit a boat launch at all. 88 properties have used as boat launch since early 70's
and now Staff saying illegal to launch boat in Jack Chandos
and Stoney Lakes with same zoning on Boat launches

The property is currently zoned as Open Space (08), and both the municipal and
private lands involved do not permit a boat launch under the current zoning
regulations. Furthermore, the site’s Dnlym}mrﬂg
which has raised concerns about trespass'm% and legal liabilities.

NK Bylaw enforcement officer advised Council that boat Taunching is reconiized use on property
Coun. Colin McLellan said, “I have no interest in declaring this land surplus. I'll
start right at the top with that. It's an amazing Community Resource. The issue that
was causing the unrest here was commercial use, not trespassing. We still haven’t

really had a thorough discussion on what sort of commercial use would be
appropriate for that property. I feel like we're solving for the problems that only
we're concerned about and not actually addressing the complaint.”
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Coun. Jim (’Shea agreed and stated, “It’s been a resource in that Community for a
long, long time, and by following the process that we are planning on would change
the nature of the community. There's no way we can guarantee that if we sell the
property to somebody, that it will continue to be used as a boat launch site.”

Deputy Mayor Jim Whelan said, “There’s no way that we can pass any kind of bylaw
or any Wrong Council can zone private and Public lands

thing else on the parking area, the entrance to the boat launch or the road.”Mayor
Carolyn Amyotte, agreed and pointed to the legal and logistical challenges stating
that they cannot regulate or maintain something that is primarily situated on
pl"i?EltE land. Of course they can they zone all the private lands in the township

She said that what has been seen cannot be unseen and the township cannot
promote use of the launch given the zoning restrictions and right-of-way
limitations.

It was also mentioned that emergency services have legislated authority to enter
the property in case of emergencies, mitigating concerns that its sale could impact
public safety.

Whalen moved a motion that stated that staff be directed to bring forward a by-law

at the next meeting to declared the lands as surplus, and further, that notice be
provided of the intention to pass the bylaw to declare the property surplus at the

March 18th meeting.g  the staff brought back bylaw to actually authoirize Mayor to sell

The notice is intended to allow for residents time to submit their comments to
council for review before their final vote of the by-law.

There was a recorded vote with Coun. RuthAnne McIlmoyl, Deputy Mayor Whalen,
and Mayor Amyotte all in favour and Coun. 0°Shea and Coun. McLellan against.

The motion was carried. \ayor Amyotte cast deciding vote to sell the active launch

If approved at the next meeting, the township will proceed with an appraisal and
follow established procedures for selling the municipal property, which may
include listing the land for public tender or direct sale through real estate channels.
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