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North Kawartha council defers
decision on Jack Lake boat launch

Councillors ask township staff to come back with a series of options to consider, while town's solicitor
reviews documents, bylaws.
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By Sebastian Johnston-Lindsay Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

North Kawartha Council decided to defer a decision on whether to declare a
parcel of municipally-owned land on Jack Lake surplus and attempt to sell it,

after hearing from dozens of residents on the matter. Mayor annouced almost 100
submissions received

During a regular council meeting on March 18, council chose, by a 3-2 vote, to
N

defer the matter until the town’s solicitor can review all relevant documents, 3-1 vote

including surveys of the lands in question, and bylaws before councillors

determine how to move forward. Voted in favor of referal Amyotte Whelan O'Shea
Aginist Deferal McLellan

The subject property, located at the end of a narrow inlet on the west end of
Sharpe’s Bay, became a flashpoint of concern for locals and cottagers when a
frequently used, but unofficial, boat launch began to be used to launch barges

carrying heavy equipment for construction projects on a nearby island.

In the motion to defer a decision on how to proceed with the property,
councillors asked township staff to come back with a series of options to
consider, alongside a plan to hold a public meeting where constituents can

express opinions.

“I don’t want to hamstring staff - I want them to take the time to (work)
thoroughly in this,” Mayor Caorlyn Amyotte said. “We've got a lot of
information that we need to go through, so certainly it’s not my intention to
rush anything.”

A land survey performed in late 2024 revealed that most of the property in
question is privately owned, with only a sliver of the land owned by the
township being used for the purposes of a boat launch.

Factually Wrong Position being advaced by CAO -Mayor Amyotte and Deputy Mayor Wehlan
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This map shows the Jack Lake property in question. The blue part is the property North Kawartha council
is considering selling. Yellow is the section of private property, and the small bit of red is the land that is
municipally owned and overlaps with the boat launch use.

North Kawartha Township map

The concern for council then became the fact that residents and construction
workers were tresEass!'Eg on private property in order to make use of the

shoreline to launch watercraft. municipal lawyer told council that tresspassing is red herring

During the meeting, Amyotte requested the clerk read the names of dozens of
residents and property owners who had written in about their concerns,

stating she believes it’s important to highlight the number of people invested

in this issue. Mayor Anyottee advised meeting that aboutg 100 submissions received

Only one person appeared to provide a verbal delegation at council on March
18.
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Municipal lawyer and Jack Lake property owner, Abbie Moscovitch, said she
wasn't clear on how the problem of barging had led to the proposition of
disposing of the municipally-owned lands.

“In my practice, we spend a lot of time trying to get more land for access
purposes so this did seem odd to me,” she said. “You would never authorize a
new subdivision if there weren't the opportunity to access it by way of a public
road, and this is sort of the flip side of that concept.”

Sebastian Johnston-Lindsay is a Local Journalism Initiative reporter for the Peterborough
Examiner. His reporting is funded by the Canadian government through its Local Journalism
Initiative. Reach him at sjohnstonlindsay@metroland.com.
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