North Kawartha Comments by

Mayor Amyotte Ambrose in
statement

distributed by Red

Jack’s Lake

Association Board

Jack’s Lake Sharpes Bay Municipal Boat Launch

Mayor Carolyn Amyotte Statements:

[ Mayor Amyotte] .. Unfortunately, the boat launch is not on municipal property

[Ambrose comment] This is factually wrong as documented on Ontario
Land Surveys and obvious from site inspections ...BTW | requested to
address North Kawartha Council at their Oct 7™ Council meeting with
compelling information that this statement is factually wrong but the
Mayor will not allow me to address Council and | got this response from

the Township clerk

[Connie Parent Clerk NK] Hello Ambrose, In response to your email below, this issue is no
longer a municipal matter. Your request for a delegation and to display illustrations will not be
on the agenda. —

No further requests for delegations or submissions for the agenda on this matter will be
entertainea.

[ Mayor Amyotte] .. as confirmed by an OLS survey. It [boat launch] is on

private property,

[Ambrose comment] The boat launch is not on private property. In the
last 40 years not one boat has been launched on the property owned by
Brad Badeau and Scott Bagby. The boat launch is definitely located on
MUNICIPAL PROPERTY and is zoned to permit boat launching ...while the
private lands do not permit boat launching as it is impossible to launch a

boat on this private property.. dry lands.



https://jackslakeassociation.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4fd2db5fdefa4fbf69fc9ffd&id=3d284976a2&e=5fa546e962

[ Mayor Amyotte] ...and the municipality does not control the access the

private property owner does;

[Ambrose comment] Mayor Amyotte wrongly claiming their boat launch
property is land locked which is not. | have sold about 25 properties in
this subdivision area, and no lawyer would allow their buyer clients to
close a property transaction in this road access subdivision if the
property was land locked. North Kawartha Township has access to the
boat launch by prescriptive rights, and deeded ROW and also their
municipal solicitor claims in a legal opinion letter in November 2024 that
when the municipality acquired Part 40 Plan 363.. being the boat launch..
that the conveyance included a ROW over land known as Fire Route 52A
as a right to traverse Fire Route 52A in order to gain access to the boat
launch. | do not agree with the solicitor regarding the alleged ROW OVER
FR52A and have not been able to find any title documents supporting

their solicitors’ claim.

[ Mayor Amyotte] .. The situation has changed substantially since our March
meeting when the direction was given to come back with options and host a
public meeting prior to making the decision to put the municipal lot up for
sale. | had hoped that we would have been able to come up with an
arrangement that would have seen some form of public access continue.
However, the installation of the gate by the private property owner made it clear
that that is no longer feasible. Therefore, there are no options to provide at a

public meeting.

[Ambrose comment] Options A B C were submitted Sept 2 and Option D
later for Council consideration at their next Council meeting to explore
the provided options AB C & D but the Mayor would not allow my

request that these options be included on the Council agenda ...so these



options have never been considered by Council members. Township
Staff and Solicitor .. as far as | know ... have never proposed any options
to resolve the access issues caused by Badeau and Bagby installing a
locked barrier gate interfering with traditional access to the municipal

boat launch property.

[ Mayor Amyotte] ....Regardless of historical use, the municipality does not
have legal authority to authorize public rights of way over private property
where they do not exist. The township is not in a position to pass a bylaw to
regulate a public boat launch on private property. | know that this is not the
outcome that folks were expecting when this issue was brought to Council last
summer. Unfortunately, this is no longer a municipal matter, but a private

property matter.

[Ambrose comment] The access to the boat launch is not totally
dependent on the private landowners as the township and many others
have both prescriptive rights and deeded Right of Way to the boat launch

on municipal property.

Municipal governments exist to deliver municipal services to ratepayers,
and the Mayor has a governance obligation to explore the 4 options that
have been submitted by ratepayers to address access solutions which
are worthy of consideration. The Mayor.. not allowing the options to be
included on the Council agenda is not productive or defensible. Denying
ownership of the boat launch and claiming municipality lands have no
access are both factually wrong and over time will be verified to the

discredit of Mayor Amyotte.




[Summary Comment By Ambrose]

This is the only municipal boat launch in the world that | am aware
of which is gated off preventing ratepayers access.

This is not an acceptable solution /option that Mayor Amyotte
appears to accept... as long as ....the Fire Department has access
even if cottagers do not have a boat launch.




