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Email from North Kawartha Clerk Parent Sept 16 
and Comments By Ambrose Moran same day 
 
 
From: Connie Parent <C.Parent@northkawartha.ca>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 12:36 PM 
To: Ambrose Moran <ambrose@ambrosemoran.com> 
Cc: Carolyn Amyotte <mayor@northkawartha.ca>; Jim Whelan <dmayor@northkawartha.ca>; Colin 
McLellan <councillorw2@northkawartha.ca>; RuthAnne McIlmoyl <councillor@northkawartha.ca>; Jim 
O'Shea <councillorw1@northkawartha.ca>; Alana Solman <A.Solman@northkawartha.ca>; Kelly Picken 
<K.Picken@northkawartha.ca> 
Subject: FW: Ambrose Council Agenda Sept 16 2025 

 
Good afternoon Ambrose, 
 

As you are aware including items on the Agenda is at the discretion of Council. The 
Mayor alone does not decide what is included on the Agenda. Council as a whole 
adopted a procedural by-law as required by the Municipal Act and set out in the section 
below that the Clerk shall consult with the Mayor and CAO to finalize the Agenda’ 
 
Section 4.6 3) of the Procedure By-Law states: In preparing a meeting agenda, the 
Clerk shall consult with the Mayor and the Chief Administrative Officer, and shall reflect 
the direction of the Mayor and the Chief Administrative Officer in finalizing the meeting 
agenda.  
Comment #1. 
You and I and past and current Council members are well aware that that Mayor 
Amyotte has the final say on what get onto and what is kept off the agenda which 
distributed to Council members and posted few days before the meetings. .In fact I 
understand she is the only Mayor In Peterborough County with that arrangement in 
place. Municipal Clerks in Ontario usually prepare the agendas for Council to address 
issues raised by ratepayers. This is how taxpayer can engage with elected Councils. 
In the past I have received e mails saying after review with Mayor your submission will 
not be on the agenda. 
In fact ...letters I have address to the Township to attention of the Mayor and members 
of Council have been intercepted by the Mayor ….and subsequently in casual chats 
with other Council members… I learned that they if fact never received my letter 
address to them. 
This is a serious procedural irregularity and reflects badly on North Kawartha 
governance.  
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With reference to my email to you of September 4th you were informed that CAO, Alana 
Solman, was away from the office and your attached letter would be reviewed upon her 
return. Alana returned to the office yesterday and your submission has been reviewed 
and a decision made to not include your submission on an Agenda as the matter is 
beyond the jurisdiction of Council.  

Comment #2 
This a comment in fact confirms that Council does not have input into what is on 
the agenda. You opening statement in this e mail  is that Agenda is at the 
discretion of Council. Did COUNCIL make a decision not to include my options 
proposals on the council agenda for today as was requested on Sept 2 2025…It 
was certainly not discussed in open session and there was no closed session on 
the agenda today.  
You say a decision was made. Please let me know who made the decision.  
 
 

For further clarification, the boat launch is not on municipal property as confirmed by the 
surveyor’s sketch but on private property.  

Comment #3 
The municipal boat launch is on municipal property and the in effect zoning bylaw 
permits boat launching at the municipal launch. It is almost entertaining that staff 
and Council members and even the municipal solicitor try to convince folks that 
the boat launch is actually on private property. It is not. The boat launch in on 
municipal property. No boat are launched on private property and the private 
property owned by Bagby and Badeau does not permit boat launching per the in-
effect township zoning bylaw. 
 
The municipality does not control the access, the private property owner controls the 
access. 

Comment #4 
As explained to Council by John Ewart at the June 17 meeting… access to the 
municipal launch is available to cottagers based on prescriptive rights and 
imbedded rights of way on title. There appears to be various legal rights to access 
the boat launch over private lands by prescription or ROWs ..  both over private 
lands. Even you solicitor explained that the Township has access over private land 
to the municipal boat launch. 
The private land owners do not have full control over access and must respect 
prescriptive right when established and rights enjoyed by property owners with 
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the legal benefits of deeded ROWs. The township may have imbedded deeded 
ROW and may have prescriptive rights. 
The Municipal lawyer also advised Council in November 2024 that the township 
conveyance of Part 40 the Boat Launch. .included a right of way over those lands 
known as Fire Route 52A which crosses ROW part 76 Plan 363 giving access to the 
boat launch. 
   
  

With respect to the motion 25 – 90 as you set out below, the situation changed since the 
March meeting and the installation of the gate by the private property owner makes this 
issue a private property matter and no longer a municipal matter. Therefore resulting in 
no options available to provide at a public meeting.  

Comment #5 
Mayor Mayotte sated that this Council is going to settle this issue once and for all.  
From Mar 18 to June 17 no options were advanced by Council for consideration. 
There is no indication that staff or solicitor produced any options for Council to 
consider.  But Option ABC and were submitted my myself for consideration by 
Council.  
All proposed option AB&C  are worthy of further investigations by Council and it is 
certainly within the jurisdiction and authority vested with Council to explore 
option on order to deliver municipal services... by resolving access issues to the 
traditional essentials municipal community boat  launch. 
 
  

As you are also aware, based upon legal advice, regardless of historical use, the 
municipality does not have legal authority to authorize public rights of way over private 
property where they do not exist or pass a by-law to regulate a public boat launch on 
private property.  

Comment #6 

✓ Council has under the Planning Act full authority to zone every private 

property in our Township and do so through a comprehensive zoning 

bylaw. The North Kawartha municipal zoning bylaw currently permits a 

boat launch on the municipal boat launch property but not on the private 

property as no boats are ever launched on the private property. 

 
 
 
Connie 
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Copy to: North Kawartha Council, Township CAO and Deputy Clerk 
 
Connie Parent 
Clerk 
Election Returning Officer 
  
P: (705) 656-5187 
F: (705) 656-4446 
E: c.parent@northkawartha.ca 
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